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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

May 29 – June 1, 2008 

Chicago, Illinois  

  

President Mark Greene called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Thursday, May 29. In attendance were Vice 

President/President-Elect Frank Boles; Treasurer Ann Russell; Executive Committee member Carla Summers; Council members 

Bruce Ambacher, Nancy Lenoil, Leon Miller, Ben Primer, Margery Sly, Diane Vogt-O‟Connor, and Sheryl Williams; SAA 

Executive Director Nancy Beaumont; Publishing Director Teresa Brinati; Education Director Solveig De Sutter; Member and 

Technical Services Director Brian Doyle; Finance/Administration Director Tom Jurczak; and Project Assistant René 

Mueller.  Council member Rebecca Hankins was not present for the Council meeting.  Also attending portions of the meeting 

were Vice President-Elect Peter Gottlieb and Tom Hyry and Rosalye Settles, who were elected to the Council for 2008-2010.  

THURSDAY, MAY 29 

I.  COUNCIL BUSINESS 

A.  Adoption of the Agenda 

Greene presented proposed changes to the sequencing of the agenda. Williams moved and Boles seconded adoption of the agenda 

as amended.  PASSED. 

B. Approval of the February 2008 Minutes 

Greene noted that the minutes had been adopted by the Council in February 2008 and posted to the SAA website immediately.   

C. Review of the February 2008 “To-Do List” 

Council members reviewed the items on the February 2008 “To Do List” and provided updates on completed and incomplete 

items. 

II. REPORTS 

  

A. Report of the Executive Committee 

Summers reported on a number of items that the Executive Committee had addressed on behalf of the Council since the February 

2008 Council meeting, including the following: 

 Approved a Greene letter to Clint Williamson, U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes, regarding the records of the 

International Criminal Tribunals.  

 Approved a letter to the editor of Smithsonian magazine, drafted by SAA Past President Elizabeth Adkins, regarding 

the Iraq National Library and Archives.  Saad Eskander of INLA and Cori Wegener of the U.S. Committee of the Blue 

Shield agreed to co-sign the letter, which pointed out that records (not just artifacts) were removed from Iraq and that 

the US had never signed the 1954 Convention on the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. 

The letter has not been published.  (February 2008)  

 Approved a Greene letter to Senator Jeff Sessions (AL) urging him to remove his hold on the Senate version of H.R. 

1255, Presidential Records Act Amendments of 2007, which would overturn the 7-year-old Executive Order 

13233.  (March 2008)  

 Declined to sign on to a letter to Archivist of the United States Allen Weinstein, issued by OpenTheGovernment.org, 

expressing “serious concerns about [NARA‟s] decision to not record a „snapshot‟ of government Web pages at the end 

of the current Administration.”  The Executive Committee declined based on its belief that NARA‟s stated reasons for 

not recording a snapshot are justifiable (though not foolproof).  The group agreed that this is an appraisal decision that 

NARA has the right to make.  (April 2008)  

 Agreed to sign on to an OpenTheGovernment.org-drafted letter to White House Chief of Staff Joshua Bolton 

requesting public input before issuance of new rules on “Controlled Unclassified Information.”  (April 2008)  



 Approved SAA‟s participation, with the Association of Canadian Archivists, in development of a Joint Statement on 

Iraqi Records.  The statement (http://www.archivists.org/statements/IraqiRecords.asp) was issued via the SAA and 

ACA websites and lists on April 22.  

 Approved a Greene letter (drafted by Boles with input from the College and University Section) to the U.S. Department 

of Education commenting on proposed rule changes to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  SAA 

raised concerns about the definition of an “Eligible Student,” noting that:  “Archivists who work with student records 

frequently are contacted by genealogists, historians, and others who have an interest in the past and who are seeking 

individual student records.  The lack of a clear statement in the definition of „Eligible Student‟ regarding the effect of 

death upon FERPA privacy rights often leads to confusion and inconsistent policies among institutions that hinder the 

public‟s search for historical information.”  (May 2008)  

 Approved Greene‟s request, on behalf of the Intellectual Property Working Group, to share with certain Congressional 

staff a draft of the IPWG‟s work-in-progress on best practices for orphan works.  The Executive Committee determined 

that the risk of sharing an incomplete draft was outweighed by the important opportunity to communicate with 

Congressional staffers at a time when rights-holder organizations were almost certainly attempting to influence draft 

legislation.  (May 2008)  

 Approved Greene‟s request, on behalf of the Intellectual Property Working Group, to endorse a proposal by the 

Association for Recorded Sound Collections (ARSC) that would amend proposed orphan works legislation (H.R. 5889) 

to include a study of the desirability of and means for bringing under federal jurisdiction sound recordings fixed before 

February 15, 1972.  Rationale:  A single national law on sound recordings is likely to be of benefit to archivists who 

have to preserve and make available sound records, especially unpublished sound recordings.  There may be 

unintended consequences of providing sound recordings with federal protection.  A study would uncover them.  (May 

2008)  

B. President’s Report 

Greene reported on a variety of items not included in the Executive Committee report, such as the following: 

 SAA will not send official representation to the July 2008 International Congress on Archives conference in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia, due to the cost of such attendance.  Trudy Peterson will attend and has agreed to staff a table 

displaying SAA books and other materials, which will then be donated to the Malaysian Archives.  He also noted that 

ICA‟s previous intent to develop a set of international archival competencies has given way to a project to develop 

European-based competencies.  

 The joint SAA/Association of Canadian Archivists statement on the Iraq National Library and Archives has drawn 

criticism from both the Iraq Memory Foundation and the Iraq Ministry of Cultural Affairs, which claim that the 

statement misrepresents or ignores facts.  ACA President Scott Goodine is researching these comments so that ACA 

and SAA can respond.  

 He noted that several (additional) issues relating to the National Archives and Records Administration had arisen 

during this period.  With input from the Government Records and Electronic Records sections, SAA provided 

comments to NARA regarding the agency‟s decision to partner with The Generation Network to digitize records.  In 

addition, in follow up to questions raised by House Oversight Committee Chair Henry Waxman, Greene sent a letter to 

NARA seeking clarification of its position in regard to both the destruction of CIA interrogation tapes and the 

whereabouts/existence of Executive Office of the President emails (those emails outside the purview of the current 

court case).  He received no response from NARA.  

 Although not all matters brought to SAA by OpentheGovernment.org are within the Society‟s scope, SAA did work 

with the group on several that fall squarely within its areas of interest, including controlled unclassified information, 

funding for the new Office of Government Information Services in the Department of Justice Office of Information and 

Privacy, and a joint letter asking the Department of State to monitor actively the fate of records of United Nations 

human rights tribunals.  

 In light of the pending California Replevin Act, he and Boles provided input to State Archivist Nancy Lenoil that, 

instead of referring to professional standards recognized by the Society of American Archivists, the bill might instead 

refer to professional practices recommended by the Society of American Archivists.  

 SAA sent letters and joined in statements calling for passage of the Artist-Museum Partnership Act, which would 

permit artists and certain writers to deduct the full-market value of their creations when donated to a non-profit 

museum or archives.  

 SAA‟s support of amendments to the Presidential Records Act continued, as Greene approached the Society of 

Alabama Archivists for assistance in urging Senator Jeff Sessions to lift his personal hold on the bill.  

http://www.archivists.org/statements/IraqiRecords.asp


 Greene noted that he had sent a letter to all members of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary to support S.2533, 

“State Secrets Protection Act.”  

 In addition he had worked with the Program Committee and staff on planning for the Annual Meeting and had attended 

a meeting of the Intellectual Property Working Group in March and the Foundation Fundraising Committee in April.  

C. Vice President’s Report 

Boles reported on activities in which he has been involved since the last Council Meeting: 

 He has begun reviewing the recommendations of his Appointments Committee and expects to make a large number of 

appointments by the end of June.  

 He has worked with the Task Force on Protocols for Native American Archival Materials to draft an implementation 

plan for Council review (Agenda Item III.B.).  

 And, as noted above, he worked with the College and University Section to prepare comments on the Family Education 

Rights and Privacy Act.  

D. Treasurer’s Report 

Russell presented a financial review of SAA‟s performance from July 1, 2007, to April 30, 2008, and walked Council members 

through year-to-date financial statements as of April 30. She also presented a brief overview of SAA‟s investment procedures and 

performance, listing several points of interest with respect to SAA‟s relationship with its investment management firm. 

E. Staff Reports 

1.  Executive Director:  Beaumont‟s written report provided updates on activities associated with the strategic priorities in the 

areas of technology, diversity, and public awareness; advocacy efforts; and headquarters operations, noting the staff‟s continuing 

efforts to adapt to the new AMS and accounting systems, as well as the MemberMax Web modules that interact with the AMS; 

completion of the draft budget for FY09; staffing of the 2008 Program and Host Committees; work with the Joint Task Force on 

the Partnership for the American Historical Record; work on the 2008 American Archives Month Public Relations Kit and 

Poster; and several opportunistic advocacy efforts. 

2.  Membership:  Doyle‟s written report provided an update on membership statistics, including growth rates by dues 

category.  SAA‟s membership growth remains very strong, averaging more than 6% during the past 12 months. 

3.  Education:   De Sutter‟s written report provided a year-to-date update on workshops (44 face-to-face programs with 1, 227 

attendees), as well as 27 additional programs scheduled and 8 programs being planned for FY 2009.   

4.  Publications:  Brinati‟s report reviewed discussions at the first-ever joint meeting of the American Archivist Editorial Board 

and the Publications Board in March in Chicago, at which the two groups identified opportunities for collaboration.  In addition, 

she provided an update on new book titles and total book sales.  A comprehensive year-end sales report will be available at the 

August Council meeting. 

5.  Annual Meeting:  Beaumont detailed some of the anticipated benefits and challenges of ARCHIVES 2008 in San Francisco, 

August 24-31.  The Preliminary Program went “live” on the conference website on April 7 and was sent via bulk mail on April 

21; Online News is being used as a means of reaching members on a regular basis to remind them of critical dates; and periodic 

blast email messages are planned for the nonmember list.  Beaumont detailed 2008 registration statistics and compared them with 

2007 numbers. 

6.  SAA Website Development:  Doyle‟s written report provided an update on the work of the SAA staff using the new AMS, 

on recommendations for use of Web 2.0 technology, and on the progress of the Website Working Group, which was charged in 

August 2007 “to investigate, evaluate, and recommend strategies for the effective management of online content created and/or 

maintained by the Society.”  The Working Group‟s final report in August 2008 will provide results of a survey to determine 

members‟ needs and recommendations for development of Web applications to support them. 

F. American Archivist Editor 

American Archivist Editor Mary Jo Pugh provided a written summary of work completed to implement American Archivist 

Online. Pugh also detailed a list of actions for 2009; contents slated for upcoming issues of The American Archivist; a proposed 

revision to the schedule for the Pease Award; and activities accomplished since January 2008.  

G.  Editor, Print and Electronic Publications 



Peter Wosh, Editor of Print and Electronic Publications, provided a written report that summarized the positive discussions at the 

joint meeting with the American Archivist Editorial Board in early March, noting that it may be desirable to consider altering the 

committee structure as the roles of the two boards may begin to blur with the advent of electronic publishing.  The Publications 

Board plans to issue requests for proposal for several new books; commission a reader about archives and Web 2.0 technologies; 

and explore possible RFPs for books on donor relations and issues that concern historical societies and manuscript repositories. 

He provided an update on the status of ongoing book projects.  He noted that the “Campus Case Studies” series 

(http://www.archivists.org/publications/epubs/CampusCaseStudies/index.asp) has considerable potential as a model for making 

“grey literature” and “works in progress” more available to archivists. As these types of material become increasingly available, 

the Publications Board recognizes the need to have a process for vetting and reviewing such e-publications.  The group will 

develop policies and procedures for e-publications in the coming year. 

H. Standards Committee 

Council Liaison Margery Sly reported that the Committee‟s work on revisions of its mission and processes started early in the 

spring.  The Committee sent a survey to the SAA Leader List to gather input on the current understanding of standards and views 

on the role of the Committee within the organization and profession.  It is likely that the Council will see a progress report in 

August 2008 and final recommendations early in 2009.  Sly outlined a general agenda for the Committee‟s August 2008 meeting.  

I.  Archival Facilities Guidelines Working Group 

Sly reported that the Working Group expects to have a complete draft of the Archival Facilities Guidelines available for public 

comment by the beginning of June 2008.  The working draft will be posted on the SAA website and notices will go out to various 

audiences to request comments and suggestions. The Working Group hopes to have a final draft available before the end of 2008 

to be submitted to the SAA Publications Board for review and publication. 

J.  Task Force on Technology Best Practices 

  

The Task Force on Technology Best Practices is charged to “work with appropriate SAA groups to identify competencies and 

standards and to collect, review, and clarify best practices relating to all areas of archival practice that are affected by electronic 

records and digital asset issues” and to “compile an annotated bibliography and/or summary report and post on the SAA 

website.” Sly reported that the Task Force has reviewed several guidelines for identifying best practices, has better defined “best 

practices,” and has drafted criteria for selecting practices for inclusion in the site.  This work has been written as a draft statement 

of Scope, Methodology, and Criteria. Two subgroups have formed and begun soliciting feedback for the “best practices” 

identified from targeted individuals and from policy statements and guidelines already published on the Web. The next steps for 

the Task Force include: 

 Complete and review the pilot on email (June 30).  

 Present the pilot and draft scope, methodology, and criteria to the identified groups and individuals for comment and 

input (July 1-August 30).  

 Revise the pilot and publish it on the Web (Fall 2008).  

 Make a recommendation to the SAA Council on how to proceed in light of what the group has learned (Fall 2008).    

K.  Task Force on Minority Scholarship 

The Task Force has not yet completed its proposal for structure and selection criteria for an SAA-sponsored minority scholarship 

program.  The Task Force requested that the SAA Council consider funding at least one scholarship of $5,000 for each of the 

next two years as a means of launching a program.  

L.  Report on “Diversity Charges” 

In her 2007 Presidential Address, Elizabeth Adkins called on various SAA groups to take action on diversity issues.  To 

determine level of progress, Greene and Beaumont will issue a call for component group leaders to provide information about 

how their groups may have responded to Adkins‟s call for action. 

M.  Task Force on American Archives Month 

Task Force Chair Peter Gottlieb distributed a copy of the 2008 American Archives Month Public Relations Kit, which was on 

press and to be mailed with the May/June issue of Archival Outlook.  The 2008 kit also includes a poster that is sponsored in part 

by Lockheed Martin Corp  He noted that many of the ideas of the Task Force are reflected in the kit, including the contests to 

highlight good ideas and good work done by members to celebrate American Archives Month in their own states and 

http://www.archivists.org/publications/epubs/CampusCaseStudies/index.asp


repositories. The Task Force will now focus on organizing some type of large public event to draw attention to Archives Month 

in October 2008. 

  

N.  Joint Task Force on PAHR Advocacy 

Primer, who is a member of the Joint Task Force on the Partnership for the American Historical Record, noted in his written 

report that H.R. 6065, “Preserving the American Historical Record,” was introduced on May 14 by Representatives Maurice 

Hinchey (D-NY) and Chris Cannon (R-UT).  There is a continuing need to gain further endorsements from a host of 

organizations, support from individuals with name recognition, and sponsors to introduce the bill in the Senate. 

  

O.  Task Force on Online Balloting 

A written report by Williams and Primer noted that the Task Force has participated in two vendor presentations for online 

election software, explored online election methods used by other archives organizations, and presented a report for discussion by 

the SAA Council in February 2008. A thorough exploration of options has not yet been conducted. Voter participation in the 

SAA election has declined since candidate statements were published only online, but the actual number of ballots cast seems 

marginally higher since 2004. The Task Force does not know the reasons for the decline in participation and, without some sense 

of who votes and who does not, probably cannot determine the reasons.  The report included a number of questions for Council 

consideration and a discussion of potential costs.  The SAA staff is working with the Preservation Section to conduct the 

Section‟s 2008 election using SAA‟s internal “survey” software as a test of system capability.  Staff members believe that, while 

the survey software appears to be sufficiently robust for the conduct of Section and Roundtable elections, it may not be robust 

enough for the SAA general election.  A final report, including specific recommendations, will be made to the Council at its 

August 2008 meeting. 

P.  Other Reports from Council Members 

Council members then considered a number of issues brought forward by Council liaisons to various SAA groups, including the 

ALA/SAA/AAM Joint Committee (which suggests that non-SAA members of the Committee be given a member registration 

rate, and that the other two organizations be asked to reciprocate in order to make attendance at the Committee meetings more 

possible); the Standards Committee (which hopes for some resolution to a timing issue at the Annual Meeting that places the 

Committee meeting opposite the Research Forum); the Government Records Section (which is concerned about a vagueness in 

the Council Handbook about whether a vice chair can be elected to succeed a chair); and the Records Management Roundtable 

(which intends to remind all groups during the Annual Meeting that official records should be transmitted to the SAA Archives). 

Summers moved and Vogt-O‟Connor seconded adjournment for the day.  PASSED.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm. 

FRIDAY, MAY 30 

SPECIAL FUNDS (FOUNDATION) BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

A meeting of the Special Funds (SAA Foundation) Board of Directors was convened at 8:30 am on Friday, May 30, 2008.  The 

Board meeting was convened earlier than originally planned in order that several budget-related items could be discussed in 

advance of discussion of the Society of American Archivists proposed FY09 budget. 

Fundraising Committee 

The Board reviewed a report of the Fundraising Committee, which had met in April 2008 to draft a preliminary communication 

plan for foundation development.  

MOTION 1 

THAT funding in the amount of $10,000 be included in SAA’s proposed FY09 budget (Operating Fund, B List) for a 

consultant to review the Fundraising Committee’s proposals and assist in launching a fundraising campaign by the time 

of the Foundation Board’s August 2008 meeting. 

Moved by Summers; seconded by Boles.  PASSED. 

MOTION 2 

THAT SAA staff be charged to talk with the auditors, legal counsel, and a fundraising expert about the pros and cons 

associated with establishing endowments, with a report to the Foundation Board of Directors by August 2008.  



Moved by Summers; seconded by Sly.  PASSED. 

MOTION 3 

THAT Ann Russell and Diane Vogt-O’Connor, serving as advisors to the Foundation Board of Directors, provide names 

of foundations and agencies that may be likely to fund the Foundation Board’s planning and development goals around 

the Society’s strategic priorities, with a report to the Board by August 2008.  

Moved by Summers; seconded by Boles.  PASSED. 

Sly moved and Vogt-O‟Connor seconded adjournment of the SAA Foundation Board meeting at 9:10 am.  PASSED. 

The SAA Council meeting was reconvened at 9:10 am. 

III.  ACTION ITEMS 

A.  Proposed FY09 Budget 

As an introduction to discussion of the FY09 Proposed Budget, Russell noted the progression of change that SAA has 

experienced during the last few years, including continued growth in membership, the relocation to a new office, inclusion in the 

proposed budget of Information Technology as a separate program rather than as part of the General and Administrative program, 

and a major change in how the Special Funds are presented (paving the way for the financial presentation of the SAA 

Foundation). The proposed budget projects a small net gain because of the following factors:  1) Anticipation of fewer attendees 

at the Annual Meeting; 2) higher Annual Meeting expenses due to high food and beverage and audiovisual costs in San 

Francisco; 3) conservative budgeting for Publications revenues; 4) rent increases due to the expiration of SAA‟s 10-year lease 

and the signing of a new one; and 5) incorporation of a full year of salary associated with SAA‟s newest employee (hired in 

February 2008). 

Council members then reviewed the full proposed budget.  [Note:  The “B List” is an administrative means to keep before the 

Council and staff items that may be worthy of funding but that are not included in the bottom-line totals.]  

MOTION 1 

THAT funding in the amount of $10,000 be placed on the “B List” of the FY09 Budget under General & Administrative 

(Program 100) for the purposes of hiring a fundraising consultant. 

Moved by Summers; seconded by Sly.  PASSED. 

MOTION 2 

THAT funding in the amount of $5,000 be placed on the “B List” of the FY09 Budget under Advocacy (Program 107) for 

the purpose of funding a second Minority Scholarship in that amount.  

Moved by Boles; seconded by Summers.  PASSED. 

MOTION 3 

THAT all items on the “B List” (AASLH Conservation Bookshelf income and expenses netting $34,000 in the Publications 

program, fundraising consultant expenses of $10,000 in the General and Administrative program, and Minority 

Scholarship expenses of $5,000 in the Advocacy program) be included in the FY09 budget; and  

THAT the FY09 Proposed Budget of $2,386,226.64 in revenues, $2,366,582.93 in expenses, and a net gain of $19,643.71 be 

adopted. 

Support Statement:  The FY09 budget represents a realistic work plan for the Society that places appropriate emphasis on 

maintaining operations at a sustainable level while addressing SAA‟s strategic priorities.   Although the IMLS bookshelf income 

is not completely certain, it is likely, and experience has shown that SAA‟s conservative budgeting and sound fiscal management 

would probably allow the Society to meet a balanced budget even if the expected income did not materialize. 

Moved by Primer; seconded by Williams.  PASSED (with Ambacher opposing). 

B.  Task Force on Protocols for Native American Archival Materials 



Council members reviewed a report prepared by Boles [Chair], David George-Shongo, and Christine Weideman responding to 

the charge found in the final paragraph of the Council‟s resolution: 

THAT the SAA Council charges the President to select or create a body within SAA to identify desired outcomes and develop a 

draft plan to achieve them (including mechanism, group composition, timeline, and fiscal impact) and to report to the Council at 

its May 2008 meeting.  

The report enumerates the components of a plan for discussion of the Protocols for Native American Archival Materials, listing 

the desired outcomes, mechanism, timeline, and coordinating body composition for the group. The report also notes that it is not 

intended that the coordinating body will endorse particular positions regarding the Protocols nor make profession-wide 

recommendations regarding the Protocols.  Its fundamental purpose is to facilitate discussion rather than evaluate that discussion. 

Boles moved and Summers seconded a motion that the SAA Council adopt the Plan for Discussion of the Protocols for Native 

American Archival Materials, 2008-2011, as proposed by the Council-appointed task force.  Following extensive discussion, the 

motion failed. 

MOTION 4 

THAT the SAA Council thanks the Task Force to Review the Protocols for Native American Archival Materials for its 

work and notes that it has advanced the conversation on cultural property in archives on behalf of SAA and profession.  

Support Statement:  The SAA Council is grateful to the Task Force to Review the Protocols for Native American Archival 

Materials for its work, and recognizes the Task Force for its persistent efforts to further the professional conversation concerning 

proper administration of cultural property.  The Council will incorporate the issues and proposals raised by the Task Force in its 

efforts to address the matter of cultural property more broadly – extending beyond, but not ignoring, the Protocols.  

Fiscal Impact:  None. 

Moved by Boles; seconded by Summers. PASSED. 

C.  Bylaw Revision: Voting Privileges 

Greene and Beaumont determined prior to the Council meeting that this agenda item was superfluous, and the item was deleted 

from the Council agenda by the Executive Committee. 

D. Committee on Education  

Committee on Education Liaison Nancy Lenoil briefly discussed the history of the Education Committee and its configuration, 

noting that a previous action of the Council created two subcommittees in order to ensure that both graduate education and 

continuing education were given due consideration.  Based on a recommendation from the Committee itself, the Council adopted 

the following motion. 

MOTION 5 

THAT the Committee on Education be reconfigured to function as one Committee made up of a balanced mix of graduate 

archival educators and practicing archivists, and that the Committee membership include experienced workshop 

instructors. 

Support Statement:  Unanimous approval of this recommendation by members of the current Committee on Education indicates 

that the group strongly believes that it can do its work more effectively with this structure.  The previous concern that some 

archival educators may view continuing education as “remedial” is no longer held.  

  

Fiscal Impact:  None. 

Moved by Lenoil; seconded by Vogt-O‟Connor. PASSED. 

MOTION 6 

THAT the SAA Council direct staff to include in the proposed budget each year funding for a mid-year meeting of the 

Committee on Education. 

Support Statement:  Current members of the Committee on Education think that a great deal was accomplished during the FY 

2008 mid-winter meeting, and they believe that a mid-winter meeting best enables the work of the Committee on Education to 



move forward.  As stated by Graduate Education Subcommittee member Pat Galloway:  “Producing complex work of value does 

depend on face-to-face interaction to be economical.” 

Fiscal Impact:  Approximately $3,940 in FY2009.  This amount was included in the staff-proposed budget for FY09. 

Moved by Lenoil; seconded by Williams.  PASSED.    

MOTION 7 

THAT the SAA Council endorse the following policy on use of specific products in SAA workshops.  

Policy on Use of Specific Products in SAA Workshops   

The SAA Education Department will include the following disclaimer statement on any workshop materials, including 

announcements and correspondence, that include the product name and/or logo of a product provided by any entity other than 

SAA: “The instructor utilizes [product] to facilitate teaching the content of this workshop.  The use of [product] does not 

represent or imply SAA endorsement of this product.”   

SAA encourages the use of products (particularly software) that are open source (ie, meet the ten criteria of open source cited at 

http://opensource.org/docs/osd) and/or are developed with archival functionality in mind. 

Support Statement:  The policy will give staff the necessary guidance in scheduling workshops that may be specific to a 

product, and particularly to software.   

Fiscal Impact:  None. 

Moved by Lenoil; seconded by Primer.  Amendment to delete text accepted as a friendly amendment.  PASSED. 

MOTION 8 

THAT the SAA Council adopt the following policy on sale of advertising in SAA workshop materials: 

Policy on Sale of Advertising in SAA Workshop Materials 

In coordination with other marketing of SAA materials, the SAA Education Department may offer advertising space for sale in 

bound workshop materials.   

Support Statement:  This offering may provide additional non-dues revenue for the organization. 

Fiscal Impact:  Potential revenue from advertising sales.  It is unknown whether this offering would have an impact on other 

SAA advertising opportunities.  

Moved by Lenoil; seconded by Summers.  PASSED (with Ambacher opposing). 

E. Issues and Advocacy Roundtable Mission/Purpose 

Vogt-O‟Connor spoke to a report and recommendation, prepared by Issues and Advocacy Roundtable Co-conveners Kate 

Theimer and Peter Gunther, reiterating the very low activity and membership numbers for this Roundtable and suggesting a 

change in the Roundtable‟s mission as described in the Council Handbook. To give the group maximum flexibility in finding a 

new purpose, the new description submitted for the Council‟s approval is intentionally broad and generic, is intended to allow the 

group to evolve in response to what its members (current or future) may want to pursue, but avoids infringing on the topic of any 

other Section or Roundtable.  It remains to be seen whether this new approach will be attractive to the SAA membership at large 

and whether the membership of the Roundtable will be able to generate sufficient interest in any one topic. However, the 

leadership of the Roundtable believes this represents the group‟s best chance for a relevant, viable organization.  

MOTION 9  

THAT the SAA Council approve a revised description of the Issues and Advocacy Roundtable in Section X. of the 

Council Handbook to read:  

“Provides a forum for discussion and actions on critical issues that the archival profession faces that are not the primary 

focus of another SAA group, and promotes discourse and activity regarding issues requiring advocacy from archivists or 

SAA leadership.” 

http://opensource.org/docs/osd


Support Statement:  Revising the description of the Issues and Advocacy Roundtable may increase its potential value to the 

SAA membership and the Council. 

Fiscal Impact:  None. 

Moved by Vogt-O‟Connor; seconded by Lenoil.  Amendment to delete text accepted as a friendly amendment.  PASSED (with 

Primer abstaining). 

F.  SAA Archives Retention Schedule: Official SAA Lists 

From a report generated by SAA Archivist Michael Doylen, Greene presented for approval a general retention schedule for 

official SAA e-mail lists, excluding the Archives and Archivists (A & A) List.  SAA hosts and manages the A & A List, and the 

list archives is managed by two organizations: the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and SAA.  Greene noted that any 

decision about retention and disposition of the A&A List archives should involve these parties rather than the SAA Archivist. 

 

MOTION 10  

THAT the following general schedule be adopted for all official SAA e-mail lists: 

General Schedule for Official SAA E-Mail Lists 

This schedule covers all e-mail discussion lists, both public and private, hosted by SAA, with the exception of the Archives and 

Archivists (A&A) List.  SAA‟s Director of Member and Technical Services is able to set retention periods for each e-mail 

discussion list.  Once the specified retention period has lapsed, list messages are automatically "purged" by the list software. 

 

SAA members are encouraged to use e-mail discussion lists hosted by SAA to conduct SAA business. 

 

Discussions 

 

Electronic threaded discussions from individual list members on various topics related to SAA business and uploaded copies of 

documents. 

 

Disposition:  For messages of a routine administrative nature or possessing only transitory value, there is a rolling destruction 

date of 10 2 years from date of submission. 

 

If the message possesses enduring value for administrative, legal, or fiscal purposes, or has historical value, it the chair or 

convener should be must ensure that it is printed out as a hard copy or saved as an electronic file in the SAA leader's own filing 

system.  These records should must be transferred to the SAA Archives in accordance with the terms of the relevant records 

schedule, or as deemed appropriate by that person and the SAA Archivist. 

Documentation 

 

Includes items such as technical manuals, directions on how to use the list (signing on, signing off, modifying user options). 

 

Disposition:  Temporary. Destroy/delete when superseded or obsolete, or upon authorized deletion of related electronic records. 

 

_____________________________________            __________________ 

SAA President                                                                                    Date 

_____________________________________            __________________ 

SAA Executive Director                                                                 Date 

_____________________________________            __________________ 

SAA Archivist                                                                                   Date 

Support Statement:  The proposed schedule presents a simple, direct, and logical approach to retaining official SAA e-mail 

discussion lists.  The schedule excludes e-mail lists not hosted by SAA and appropriately encourages SAA leaders and groups to 

use the tools provided by SAA to conduct official business. 

Fiscal Impact:  None. 



Moved by Vogt-O‟Connor; seconded by Summers.  Amendments to change language and retention time were accepted as 

friendly amendments.  PASSED (with Boles opposing). 

Meeting with National Historical Publications and Records Commission Executive Director Kathleen Williams 

Kathleen Williams, newly appointed Executive Director of the National Historical Publications and Records Commission, met 

with the SAA Council and staff over lunch from 12:45 to 2:15 pm to provide an overview of the agency‟s priorities and to 

address questions. 

G.  Elect Executive Committee Member 

By ballot of those Council members who do not serve as an officer, Leon Miller was elected to serve on the Executive 

Committee in 2008-2009.  Rebecca Hankins and Nancy Lenoil, the two second-year Council members who were eligible for the 

Executive Committee position but were not elected, will serve on the SAA Nominating Committee. 

H.  Additional Action Items 

No additional action items were brought forward for Council consideration. 

IV.  COUNCIL BUSINESS 

A. Executive Session: Beaumont Performance Evaluation 

Council members met in executive session to discuss Beaumont‟s annual performance appraisal, and then met with her to share 

their perspectives. 

V.  STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 

Assess Existing Strategic Priority Task Forces in Terms of Developing Outcomes 

Council members reviewed SAA‟s 2006-2007 Strategic Priorities and the Three Highest-Ranked Proposed Activities associated 

with each, focusing more on Diversity and Public Awareness and Advocacy than on Technology. Members discussed the status 

of each set of activities and brainstormed about more concrete mechanisms for achieving each of the goals. 

VI.  DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A.  Proposed California Replevin Legislation 

Nancy Lenoil, who serves as state archivist of California, brought to the Council an update on the status of replevin legislation in 

California, and asked for Council members‟ feedback on the current language in the bill. 

B.  Selection of Future Annual Meeting Sites 

Beaumont noted that, based on previous discussions with the Executive Committee and the full Council, she had signed hotel 

contracts for the 2010 and 2014 annual meetings in Washington, DC.  In the process of discussing these decisions with the 

Executive Committee, Greene suggested that the full Council should discuss the advisability of including Chicago – another very 

popular SAA meeting site – in a regular, four-year rotation of sites.  Council members agreed that they would like to know the 

full range of cities that could host an SAA meeting based on current attendance trends and an assumption that SAA would prefer 

not to meet in a convention center.  Beaumont agreed to provide at the August 2008 Council meeting a list of cities that would 

meet those criteria.  

C.  Leadership Event at 2008 Annual Meeting 

The Council discussed ideas for enhancing interaction among SAA leaders at this annual meeting event. 

D.  Council Liaison Assignments 

Summers, who serves as the Council members‟ elected representative to the Executive Committee, reminded the group that 

liaison assignments must be made in time for individuals to plan their schedules to attend group meetings at ARCHIVES 2008. In 

general, it is helpful if “retiring” Council members and their new replacements can attend group (section, roundtable, and 

committee) meetings together in order to introduce the new liaison. 

E.  Council Awards in 2008 



Council members discussed possible Council Exemplary Service Award recipients, and individuals volunteered to prepare 

motions for Council action via the list serve prior to July 15.  

The meeting was adjourned for the day at 4:00 pm.  The Executive Committee met to discuss Beaumont‟s performance 

evaluation until approximately 5:00 pm. 

IV.  COUNCIL BUSINESS (CONTINUED) 

B.  Additional Business or Strategic Planning Items 

None was brought forward. 

C.  Review of May 2008 “To Do List” 

Council members reviewed the draft list of action items stemming from the meeting.  

D.  Conversation with Beaumont (Executive Session) 

The Council met briefly with Beaumont in executive session to provide comments on the Council meeting and other matters. 

E.  Adjournment 

Miller moved and Sly seconded adjournment of the Council meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at noon on Saturday, May 31.  

  

Approved by the SAA Council and the SAA Foundation Board of Directors on July 16, 2008. 

 


